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News from the Management Committee  
 
Club membership continues to grow, with 13 new members this month, many coming from the ongoing lessons run 
by Fiske Warren on Monday mornings and Wednesday evenings. Our house manager, Evelyn Tay, has some 
interesting plans to grow the social side of our club, so keep an eye (or taste buds) open for these over the next few 
months! 
 
Our annual Melbourne Cup lunch entry list is almost full. Two further club member-only events are scheduled this 
year: the club Christmas party that will require payment of $50/head (covering food, drinks and bridge) at the time 
of booking. The second event is a new “Spring into Summer” pairs event to be held over two Tuesday evenings, 23 
and 30 November. 
 
Then on Friday, 7 January SPBC will once again start holding Friday night bridge – open to any bridge player, 
especially those pining for something to do now that Friday Night Football is in its off season. 
 

SPBC Ladies Pairs Championship 
 
This event was held over two weeks with Linda Coli and Mimi Packer emerging the winners. Jan Howell and Alison 
Orr finished second, with Gwyneira Brahma and Deana Wilson third. Competition director, Laurie Money, managed a 
complex movement to provide sitting seats for several pairs, and still managed to get every pair to play each other 
over the two weeks. 
 

 
 

Working out hand shape 
 
You hold the following hand: A 8 6, A 9 5, K 9 5 4 3, J 3 and, playing Std, open the bidding with 1D. The bidding then 
proceeds as follows: 
 

You (North) East Partner (South) West 

1D 1H 2C Pass 

2NT Pass 3S Pass 

3NT Pass 4S Pass 

?    

 
What is your partner’s shape, and what do you do now? Work it out before you turn over the page. 

This cartoon is obviously a joke 
 
However, did you know that it is illegal for partners to 
play two different systems like this? 
 
It appears that this strategy used to be adopted by 
professionals when playing with their clients – ensuring 
that the professional played almost all the hands. 
However, under the World Bridge Federation (and ABF) 
regulations, this practice is not allowed. 
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Hand shape (continued) 

This hand came up at a recent supervised session. 

Partner must have at least six clubs and five spades. How do you know this? Well, partner has bid spades twice, so 
must have at least five spades. However, partner did not respond 1S over the opponent’s 1H bid, rather chose to bid 
2C. With 5/5 in spades and clubs, 1S would be the correct bid, so clubs must be longer, i.e. at least six. 

So, on this hand the correct action is to pass 4S, as you have found an eight-card fit. With only two spades and two 
or more clubs, it would be better to bid 5C. Partner’s hand: K 9 7 3 2, T, A, K Q T 7 6 2. 
 

Latest Promotions 

Bronze Life Master: Phil Bapty and Laurie Money 
State Master:  Jan Annear 
Bronze Local Master: Gabrielle Bastow 
Club Master:  Heather Sjoberg 
Graduate Master: Paul Fielding, Lyn Vanstan and Stephen Williams 
 

Improving your bridge 

Recently I have been questioning what drugs our dealing machine is on as there have been some wild hands as well 
as repeated patterns in sets of boards. Wednesday’s hands were no different, with six slams and one grand slam in 
30 boards. In the supervised session, where only 14 boards were played, there were two hands where a quantitative 
raise in No Trump was a logical bidding choice – and how many times a year does an opportunity to use a 
quantitative raise come up? It is a good bid to remember in your arsenal, so here’s a quick review from Wednesday’s 
hands: 

Hand one ♠ A K Q 2 
♥ A4 
♦ Q J 5  
♣ K Q 8 4 

♠ J 3 
♥ K T 9 3 2 
♦ K 7 2  
♣ A T 3 

West opens 2NT, East can bid 4NT quantitative (or, if playing transfers, show the Hearts and then quantitative). West 
should not accept the invite, with no five-card suit. 

Hand two ♠ K Q 6 3 
♥ K Q 9 
♦ A J  
♣ 8 5 3 2 

♠ A J 
♥ A J T 7 
♦ Q 7 3 2  
♣ A T 6 

West opens 1NT, East can bid 4NT quantitative. West should pass, with only 15 points and no five-card suit. 

 

REMEMBER:  
Please check if your surname is on kitchen duties – AND THAT MEANS YOU MEN AS WELL.  
Your name comes up only one month a year, so please do your part to keep our new 
kitchen clean. 
 
A new kitchen roster will be introduced in January, which better reflects the numbers of people with surnames 
starting with the same letter, so keep an eye out for that. 


